MIT Tata Center for Technology + Design – 2026 Fellowship – Request for Applications

< Instructions
Proposals should be uploaded as a single pdf document: studentlastname-tataproposal26.pdf. 
Page limit: 3 pages, including this page but excluding budget, figures/tables, references, student CV/transcript, letters of collaboration, optional first year report. Do not change the margins, fonts, line spacing, etc.
The proposal should include the sections (1-8 below).
If you are seeking a second year extension, your proposal sections should include how the proposed work builds upon the solutions developed in the first year and meet the challenges faced. Additionally, you can include a brief report of first year’s progress as a separate document.  
Delete instructions before submission. >

1. Title < Project title >
<text>
2. Abstract < up to 100 words >
<text>
3. Opportunity < Describe the problem in India, or other resource-constrained community, that you are seeking to solve, who it affects, the magnitude and scale of the problem, and the relevance to resource-constrained communities. Provide publications, evidence, or data to support the problem statement. > 
<text>
4. Solution < Briefly outline your proposed solution. Describe its envisioned impact on the identified community and stakeholders. Compare your solution to existing methods and approaches, and explain why you believe that it has a realistic chance of changing the status quo. >
<text>
5. Approach < Define the research goals that need to be met to realize the envisioned solution. Describe your research plan, hypotheses (if any), major project stages, and timeline. Identify any special resources needed and how you will access them. >
<text>
6. Community < Explain how you will take ‘on the ground’ realities into account in developing your proposed solution. Please list partners, such as NGO’s, community leaders, government officials, companies and on-the-ground collaborators from which you would seek help with implementation. Describe your travel plan to interact regularly with stakeholders during the project.> 
<text>
7. Milestones and path forward < List the key milestones and the overall milestone that you aim to achieve by the end of the project. Milestones must be written in a way such that an unambiguous assessment as to whether they have been met or not is possible. Assuming that you achieve the proposed milestones, describe how you envision translating your project outcomes to real-world impact. >
<text>
8. Student’s statement < Describe why you are interested in developing solutions for resource-constrained settings and how your past decisions and experiences illustrate your commitment and alignment with the goals of the Tata Center. Describe how the proposed fellowship funding will advance your academic and professional development. >
<text>


Fellowship Budget

Stipend* < Will be awarded at the current departmental rate of the student’s home department >
* MBA (Master of Business Administration) students at the MIT Sloan School of Management are not eligible for this call.  

Allowance < You may request up to $10k per year scholarly allowance for single-student health insurance, student life fee, project-related travel and research expenses. >
Requested allowance: $ 

Other resources and disclosures < Describe any related resources such as equipment, access to data, or any related funding that you will leverage for the proposed project. Disclose any current or pending grants, fellowship applications, or other kinds of support that have overlapping aims. Disclose any IP (including MIT case number, TLO licensing officer and its licensing status) that may be required to implement the outcomes of the proposal. >
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